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Straining
When the milk has left the cowshed, it is generally passed through a
strainer before being cooled. The value of straining is debatable
Many farmers are of the opinion that dirty milk may be rendered clean
by the process of straining, but this theory is fallacious, as no amount of
straining will render dirty milk clean, since the great bulk of dirt which
obtains entrance to the milk is soluble.
If the production methods of all cowkeepers were satisfactory, straining
might well be abolished for the following reasons :
(1)  Strainers under certain circumstances may add appreciable numbers of
organisms to the milk.    Improperly sterilised strainers, dirty straining cloths, and
the use of cotton-wool discs for too long a period all add their quota of bacteria.
(2)  The farmer who believes that the term " dirty milk " is used to denote
milk containing visible dirt, and who does not understand that milk is more
generally polluted by invisible organisms, will be lulled into a false sense of
security by the use of a strainer.
(3)  If milk contains any disease-producing organisms, the strainer, which
will probably retain some of these, will inoculate further batches of milk passing
through.
That ideal state of affairs when strainers are no longer required has not
yet been attained, as, even in the hands of the cleanest producers, small
portions of dirt or loose hairs from the animals, either in large or small
quantities may occasionally obtain entrance to milk. Although this quantity
may not be sufficient to cause a high bacterial count if quickly removed,
straining is required, as the appearance of milk containing floating particles
of dirt and straw would not be conducive to a ready sale.
If manure falls into milk, only about one-eighth can be removed
by straining, the remaining seven-eighths being either originally liquid or
dissolved in the milk. Straining should therefore be practised rather
as a precautionary measure than as a cure for unsatisfactory production
methods. The producer's object should be to exclude all possible dirt and
not to rely upon the strainer to remove it.
Having concluded that the precaution of straining is desirable, it is
important to decide when this operation should be carried out.
It may be stated categorically that the milk should be strained as
early as possible after milking and before it is cooled. This is important
because milk strains faster and better when warm whilst, in addition, the
cooler is not likely to become contaminated with any particles of dirt or
manure which may be present in the liquid. If milk is poured into a receiving
tank in the cowshed, it should pass through a covered strainer before entering
the tank. In this connection, the practice of fixing a large straining cloth
over the receiving tank is to be condemned owing to the large size of cloth
required, which is difficult to clean in a satisfactory manner.
The producer has the choice of two types of strainer.   These are :
(1)  Those making use of a straining cloth.
(2)  Those employing a cotton-wool filter-pad.
The method of straining through a cloth cannot be considered so satis-
factory as that which makes use of cotton-wool pad filters, for, if care is not
taken, cloths become highly contaminated and the use of foul-smelling
cloths is a frequent cause of rejected milk. If, however, such straining
cloths are used, they should be properly cleansed and of good quality. Two
cloths should be provided, one for use with the morning's milk and one for